
Trying for Awards and 
Distinctions

Why try and how to get them.

Paul McDonald CPAGB

( and AFIAP soon hopefully)



WHEN IT ALL STARTED

My first attempt at glamour photography



Different accreditations available 

–UK 

or international

• RPS  Royal photographic society-founded in 1853

• PAGB Photographic association of great Britain Founded in 1882

• All camera clubs are affiliated to it.  

•

• International-----FIAP /GPU / PSA etc



RPS

• LRPS Licentiateship 10 images –will be PDI only from April- more 
accessible--- Julie was awarded this a few years ago 

• ARPS Associate   15 prints  Terry has this.

• FRPS Fellow         20 Prints

• All judged as a complete panel and given a pass or fail

• ARPS/FRPS need a statement of “intent”( description about the panel)

•



PAGB Photographic association of great Britain

• BPAGB – Entry level- Badge 7 prints /total score needed 125 pts

• CPAGB   Credit    10 PDI or prints total  200 pts needed

• DPAGB    Distinction 15 Prints 300 pts 

• EPAGB     Exellence 15 at 330 pts 

• MPAGB    Master 20 at 450 pts 



Also smaller one is BPE British Photographic 
Exhibitions  approx. 10-12 salons in the uk



International

• Need a certain number acceptances and awards in certain number of 
countries in many different International exhibitions/salons

• FIAP    FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L’ART PHOTOGRAPHIQUE 
(International. Federation of Photographic Art )      

• AFIAP Artiste  

• EFIAP Excellence

• MFIAP  Master

• Also GPU-Global Photographic union and PSA Photo Soc America



FIAP  International acceptances and awards

• AFIAP  -”Artiste”

• Need at least 40 international acceptances

• In  at least 8 countries

• In at least 15  different salons

• At least 15 different images 

• At least 4 as prints 

• Need 5 of them to be accepted at least 3 times 

• Need to have a portfolio of 5 images of best work adjudicated



Why enter or try for distinctions

• My Mum was a PE teacher so I have a built-in urge to get better at 
hobbies and sports.

• To improve skills

• To see our work exhibited on walls and in programs instead being 
stuck in a hard drive or in a cupboard.

• Gaining of the knowledge has hopefully helped to make me 
better at taking and editing images

• Process is rewarding and develops the passion for photography



• As Arthur Ash tennis player said

• “ Success is a journey, not a destination. 

• The doing is often more important than the outcome.”



What one shall I aim for?

• LRPS 

• But –required prints 

• PAGB was PDI or prints

• Also my Father achieved it and was very involved in the running of it 
before he died so I felt a connection to it.

• No need to pay an ongoing membership fee for PAGB as it is a lifetime 
award



How manage it- what is required ?

• Hopefully you will see progression from my 1st attempt to accepted 

• This was due to many factors 

• Mentoring- get as much as you can- you can be allocated a PAGB mentor

• Going to the  adjudication to see the quality required

• Open days /UK exhibitions-see website for lists 

• Youtube tutorials- many nights of burning the “midnight laptop” screen!

• Private zoom tutorials by others who had achieved those distinctions

• I was advised to try uk and international salons to get feel for the level required

• Even those accepted images do not always guarantee getting a pass at PAGB or 
RPS as they are expecting a higher level- Fibonacci case in point 

• Finally –an understanding and patient partner!!



All of you could have an image to get to the 
next level
• Not for everyone but worth a try

• You would be pleasantly surprised



WHAT DO JUDGES 
LOOK FOR IN A 
WINNINNG 
PHOTOGRAPH



Judges look for – “good club photography”—
but many clubs have very high standards
• Need Impact

• Need Quality

• No Imperfections//distractions 

• where is eye drawn to or away from subject

• No judge bait—keep it simple

• Accepted internationally is not a guarantee of a pass as standard is set high

• NB Work /composites/ brushes must always be own work/image parts



Judges looking for ----

• Content-original and creative
• Composition
• Impact-main one!  -why should they give a “pass” to this image and not 

others-they have only a short time to decide and many to choose from
• Evoke emotion-laughter/wonder etc
• Lighting
• Story telling –why take the image-not just a record shot
• Colour balance
• Technique
• Processing and delivery /presentation of final result-print or pdi-like 

presentation of a good meal!



NOT SCORES BUT 
VOTED IF GOOD 
ENOUGH TO BE GIVEN 
THE 
AWARD/DISTINCTION



VOTING SYSTEM  CPAGB

• 6 JUDGES WITH NUMBERED ELECTRONIC VOTE BUTTONS-

• NUMBER OF JUDGES HELPS TO EVEN OUT BIAS/DISCREPENCIES

• 2 =NO-FAIL /4 =YES-PASS/    5 =SHOULD PASS AT NEXT HIGHER LEVEL

• APPROX 400 IMAGES TO BE ADJUDICATED

• 3 =VERY NEAR MISS– not often used



How to get best results

• Editing multiple times

• Go away from edits regularly and see again later with fresh eyes

• Save sequential edits in case of errors 



This was my first International acceptance in 
India in 2021
• Before and after editing

• Added end tips to the leaves and used burn /dodge and clone etc to 
get them perfect



Before and after editing 
Fibonacci succulent-





Advice given to me

• Learn all features of your equip
• Learn new techniques-eg focus stack/ exposure stacking
• Use better software LR PS Topaz
• Learn masking
• Learn cloning
• Learn dodge and burn techniques to give depth to image
• Nik effex brighten /darken –much faster and more natural looking way of 

vignetting 
• Get a monitor ---not just look on laptop screen
• Enter uk and international competitions to get a feel for how that image is 

scored



Differences in first and last entries

• Improved dynamic range -- better camera-not need to spend much -
good S/H models

• Better pixel quality to allowing cropping without losing quality 

• Better image quality from higher spec/range lenses

• Better knowledge and use of better software to remove 
errors/imperfections and to enhance

• Nik effex darken /Lighten saves time and makes more natural vignette 
to draw eye 

• can move the centre point and change the dark? Light effect



• Send selection of your best ones to the mentor to show you how they 
can be “processed “ to best level 

• then discard lowest grade ones until a final 10 is left









Send lists of questions 
on images to the 
mentors

they send back replies/ 
suggestions or do a 
one to one zoom 
tutorial on how to fix 
the image



Grid of mentors 
varied  final choices
try to see common 
best choices

But still need to go against 
their choices sometimes if 
you feel confident 



Final 10 after hours of editing



On the following chosen 10 

note the poor dynamic range and pixelation due 
to having to crop heavily

some taken on a phone /go pro / compact 







Had to do 
a lot of 
work on 
blown 
highlights 
– iphone
at night





Taken indoors 
to stop the 
material 
moving and 
added sky

First attempt in 
focus stacking



Proper camera 
but lot of sea 
spray



Poor dynamic range and poor quality of image-
scored ok as “dramatic and has impact”

taken with a compact camera



Go pro on 
my ski 
boot-
used my 
phone as 
a remote





United against covid



Upload pdis
like photoentry



Didn’t attend as was told it was not strong enough

—should have gone to see the required level but think it 
was covid restricted anyway

need 200 pts overall to pass.

4 is a pass 
so if majority say yes should get 20-24pts per image



Only 169/200



2nd attempt 2 yr later

• New photo software/ Topaz denoise etc./Nik effex /LR /PS

• New telephoto lens –Canon L best quality lens 

• Better (still good value) camera second hand Canon 80 D-prev iphone
or small compact

• Mentoring tutorials via Zoom on newly acquired PS LR

• Youtube video tutorials to 1 am usually !!

• Monitor attached to laptop  instead of just laptop

• Using RAW to get more from shadows and highlights-gamechanger

• Learnt all features on the camera



Kept some of the images  from first attempt and 
sent selection of new/ better images to mentor for 
advice

Then given advice on how to improve each to a 
higher standard and to help choices







Final 10







Original hyaena –



ORIGINAL  
TAKEN 5 AM in dark

— MIDDLE ONE 
HAS BACK FOOT 
HIDDEN /MISSING

KEEP AS 3 OR 2?
Told by one to def 
not use it !!

Does Left one 
distract as looking 
wrong way?

Lots of “clutter”



Chose 2 instead of magic 3 to show faces better and new 
foot added and darken lighten added and denoise topaz 



Deleted 
surrounding twigs 
and put highlight 
etc but might be 
too simple an image



Diving fins 
removed and 
denoise as was an 
underwater tiny
go-pro camera 
//drew in detail in 
PS and new 
eyelights added 
and bright/darken 
Nik effex



2nd time entry  
better edits 









Second attempt
getting closer 189/200

I did attend and I then 
realised the standard 
required

Geese changed and over 
edited only got 14

End of road only got 16



Third attempt

• Kept   5 top scored ones  

• improved them further with new knowledge of editing

• Also took more varied images –ie sport.



Rejected any borderline ones to be sure.

Landscapes tend to struggle so castle left out



Rejected by mentor-landscapes don’t do 
well sometimes so don’t risk. 



More 
rejected 
ones



Final 10









Cloned in new 
nose as was 
burnt out

cloned away 
other leaves

cloned good 
eye to blurry 
eye further 
from lens

cloned a few 
new toes-
Nature rules 
don’t apply

added 
highlight to 
eyes



Re-edited
more flaws
removed



Jack before and after



Jack original compared to 
final version

taken outside to get soft 
light with backdrop and 
side lights

flat image before editing 



Jack 2nd attempt entry

scored well but 

eyes need 
brightening 

still hair strands to 
be removed

arm needs crop

needs shirt detail 
improved

needs 
darken/lighten



Jack final edits 
–hair /shirt and 
darken lighten



Removed 
burnt 
highlights 
and cloned 
new horn 
and added 
texture etc



Backhand return before and after



Original before 
edits

FLOWERS AND 
CURTAIN RAIL 
/LINES MAN/ 
BALL BOY AND 
ROPE SHADOW 
GIVE CONTEXT 
AND “STORY” BUT  
ARE 
DISTRACTIONS







Ball added 
and BG fixed 
and trees 
cloned out



THIRD TIME LUCKY !

Got 235 pts

ALL SCORED 20 OR 
ABOVE

ALL GOT 3-4 pts  HIGHER THAN 
BEFORE SO EXTRA 
ADJUSTMENTS WERE WORTH 
THE TIME SPENT



CPAGB AWARD at last.



AFIAP Next!

Had started from  trying for my CPAGB

• As I had entered and had quite a few accepted  international salons I 
thought I would try for it afterwards.



Need to have a FIAP card/ registration

• Useful for events to prove you do not sell images of the event

• Eg Wimbledon/racing etc



International salon exhibitions

• Usually approx. 4000 images entered and 20-25 % accepted 



I have just completed my portfolio of 
acceptance to be sent off this month  
• To make sure there are no glitches you need to go beyond the required 

number  –ie you need to make sure  the same titles and images have been 
accepted—you can crop and make mono but they will only count an image 
as “one” 

• Acceptances  57/40 needed
• Prints 6 accepted /4 needed
• Countries   16/8 needed
• Salons  32  / 15 needed
• Different images 20  /15 needed
• Multiple of 3 acceptances   9  / 5
• 3 awards



Bronze award New York



But not always many or any accepted !



Ie NONE!!

All rejected !!!

But 4 got 20 points 
so  were only one 
point short—a close 
miss

One got 13 so I 
know not to try it 
again

Section A: Open Monochrome (PIDM) Score The Acceptance Score: 21 

Minimum Score: 9 Maximum Score: 27 

A1 CALM DOWN LADS 20 Rejected 

A2 curved aeroplane roof 20 Rejected 

A3 driving through the woods 20 Rejected 

A4 Peace Lily Leaf 19 Rejected 

Section B: Open Color (PIDC) Score The Acceptance Score: 21 

Minimum Score: 9 Maximum Score: 27 

B1 Backhand return Wimbledon 19 Rejected 

B2 Doe castle Donegal 20 Rejected 

B3 LBW 18 Rejected 

B4 End of the road 18 Rejected 

Section C: Portrait Color (PIDC) Score The Acceptance Score: 20 

Minimum Score: 9 Maximum Score: 27 

C1 A Good Knight Out 17 Rejected 

C2 Looking back 16 Rejected 

C3 Sam guitarist 18 Rejected 

C4 songwriter 19 Rejected 

Section E: Nature (ND) Score The Acceptance Score: 20 

Minimum Score: 9 Maximum Score: 27 

E1 Anhinga Coasta Rica 18 Rejected 

E2 English grass frog 18 Rejected 

E3 Hermit crab Costa Rica 18 Rejected 

E4 Marmot French Alps 18 Rejected 

Section F: Travel (TRAD) (PTD) Score The Acceptance Score: 21 

Minimum Score: 9 Maximum Score: 27 

F1 forgotten sunglasses geneva airport 13 Rejected 

F2 Kruger sunrise impala crossing 19 Rejected 

 
 

Thanks again & we are waiting to receive your art works in the next exhibition. 

 
Please do not reply to this email. This mailbox is not monitored and you will not receive a response. 

For assistance, send email to: 

GBarkerPhoto@gmail.com 

 
 

Ahmad Samei 

www.barkerexhibition.com 



Awards needed for EFIAP



Silver coin award in Georgia for an exhibition 
to be held in Italy



SMETHWICK INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
Birmingham



But it is also for satisfaction of a
“job well done”

• And Mother’s pride



Proud parents



ADMIN required

• Costs approx. £10-20 per salon entry for 20 images– do 1 every 2 
months to spread the costs and set a goal of a few years

• Keep spreadsheet of ongoing acceptances and awards for the final 
application and portfolio 

• Have a goal of going to the country to accept the first award as a 
reward.

• I should have gone to Italy but ended up in Smethwick/Birmingham!!

• But nice hotel and cheaper travel costs!



Smethwick International award



Sports section

Two of my prints on display



Next goal  DPAGB 

or LRPS/ARPS

and eventally
EFIAP –Excellence 
needs 250 acceptances so more images needed!!



Getting help

ask the members 
or committee of 
Lewes CC

and  Look on 
facebook “uk and 
Ireland 
photography” for 
events and 
mentor days



Birmingham show soon- PAGB advice available



THANKS FOR LISTENING

• SALON BROCHURES HERE

• LOOK UP FIAP PATRONAGES WEBSITE AND VIEW WINNING IMAGES

• Uk Int exhibitions –Southampton etc

• Smethwick CC- one of best in UK - website useful for tips and info

• Gloucester cc website 



references

• RPS  Royal Photographic society

• https://rps.org/qualifications/

• PAGB  Photographic Alliance of Great Britain

• History  of pagb

• http://www.thepagb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/pagb_history_1987.pdf

• Distinctions

• http://thepagb.org.uk/awards/apm-awards/

• FIAP distinctions info

• https://www.fiap.net/upload/files/1522656534-6d37f.pdf

• Salons and exhibitions entry websites

• https://www.myfiap.net/patronages

• Winning gallery New York  -Bronze medal for my Cricket image LBW

• https://fotosalons.in/files/Galleries/NYPF23/

https://rps.org/qualifications/
https://rps.org/qualifications/
http://www.thepagb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/pagb_history_1987.pdf
https://www.fiap.net/upload/files/1522656534-6d37f.pdf
https://www.myfiap.net/patronages
https://fotosalons.in/files/Galleries/NYPF23/


Camera clubs with info on distinctions and 
helpful advice 
• https://www.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk/blog/2021/1/31/photo-

salons-amp-exhibitions-post-1-what-is-a-salon-and-why-bother

• https://smethwickps.co.uk/member-galleries/distinctions/cpagb-
awards-photographic-alliance-of-great-britain/

• Also 

• http://www.britishphotographicexhibitions.org.uk/index.php/list-of-
exhibitions

https://www.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk/blog/2021/1/31/photo-salons-amp-exhibitions-post-1-what-is-a-salon-and-why-bother
https://www.gloucestercameraclub.co.uk/blog/2021/1/31/photo-salons-amp-exhibitions-post-1-what-is-a-salon-and-why-bother
https://smethwickps.co.uk/member-galleries/distinctions/cpagb-awards-photographic-alliance-of-great-britain/
https://smethwickps.co.uk/member-galleries/distinctions/cpagb-awards-photographic-alliance-of-great-britain/
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